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Log line
Two Albanian brothers, SAIMIR and VINI, migrate to GREECE and try, each in his
own way, to integrate into their host country by following two different lifestyles,
with no way of turning back.
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Synopsis
AGON

T

hessaloniki, Greece. SAIMIR and his
younger brother VINI, who has recently
migrated from Albania, try to get by in Greece,
each one in his own way. SAIMIR is about to get
married to ELEKTRA, a Greek girl; at the same
time, he tries to take care of his younger brother
DQGƂQGVKLPMREVWKDW9,1,GRHVQpWUHDOO\OLNH$V
LIWKLVZHUHQpWHQRXJK9,1,FDQpWVWDQG(/(.75$pV
father NIKOS and the way he tries to control
6$,0,5DQG(/(.75$pVOLIH

QHSKHZpVDSDUWPHQWDOVREHFDXVHKHKDVUDLVHG
6$,0,5KLPVHOIKHRIWHQWHDVHV6$,0,5pV*UHHN
girlfriend and pressures her to adopt a more
traditional female role in the family. The situation
for ELEKTRA becomes unbearable, to the point
that she decides to leave her apartment, because
RI81&/(pVUXGHQHVV

6$,0,5pV*UHHNIDWKHULQODZZDQWVKLPWRFKRRVH
between his old Albanian family and the new
family he is trying to build with ELEKTRA, whereas
5LJKWDWWKLVFULWLFDOMXQFWXUH6$,0,5pVXQFOHDUULYHV (/(.75$ ƂQGV KHUVHOI GLYLGHG EHWZHHQ WKH WZR
from Albania in need of delicate eye surgery; he great loves of her life: her father and SAIMIR.
arrives, along with his entire family, at SAIMIR and In an attempt to prove to SAIMIR that he can
(/(.75$pVDSDUWPHQW81&/(EULQJVZLWKKLPD JHWE\LQOLIHZLWKRXWKLVROGHUEURWKHUpVKHOS9,1,
piece of Albanian family tradition to GREECE. He OHDYHVWKHDSDUWPHQWDQGPRYHVWR%(1pVSODFH
was used to being in command at his home in %(1LVDGRFXPHQWIRUJHUDQGDWUDIƂFNHURILOOHJDO
ALBANIA and tries to act the same way at his immigrants; while working with him, VINI discovers
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the horrors of that underground world. VINI falls in
ORYHZLWK0$-/,1'$ZKRLVPDƂDERVV.(12pV
crown jewel; with all the courage and ingenuity of
a 20 year old boy, he attempts to free her from
.(12pV JULS DQG WDNHV KHU WR %(1pV DSDUWPHQW
BEN is scared to death because of this. KENO will
never forgive them this affront. BEN eventually
kicks VINI out of his apartment, but cannot escape
.(12pVZUDWKWKH\WRUWXUHKLPDQGƂQDOO\NLOOKLP
in an almost comical manner.

RXW 1,.26p DXWR VKRS DQG HQGV XS WUDVKLQJ WKH
place savagely. NIKOS is deeply disappointed with
SAIMIR and regrets having believed his words
DERXW9,1,pV KDYLQJ FKDQJHG IRU WKH EHWWHU  +H
ƂUHV 6$,0,5 IURP KLV MRE DQG KLV VRQLQODZ
position, and also goes to the apartment to kick
0$-/,1'$RXW9,1,GRHVQpWZDQW0$-/,1'$WR
JREDFNWR.(12pVDQGHYHQWXDOO\KHDQG.(12pV
gang clash, in front of NIKOS, his Greek neighbors,
and SAIMIR.

VINI takes MAJLINDA to the apartment where
KLVEURWKHUOLYHVZLWKKLV*UHHNƂDQFÆH(/(.75$
and wants to keep her there until he can make
some money and leave the city for good. This
love has made him more mature and responsible,
giving him strength while blurring his reason; and
eventually makes him feel grateful for SAIMIR and
respect him even more; SAIMIR is also happy
with the changes he notices in VINI. To give him
a hand, he persuades NIKOS to hire VINI to work
at the auto shop.

7KH\ƂJKWDQG.(12NLOOV9,1,LQIURQWRIDKRUURU
struck audience. A desperate MAJLINDA manages
WR VWHDO .(12pV KDQGJXQ IURP KLP DQG WULHV WR
NLOOKHUVHOILQWKHFDU,QWKHƂJKWWKDWHQVXHVDV
.(12pV FDU GULYHV DZD\ IURP WKH FULPH VFHQH
VKHƂUHVWZREXOOHWVWKDWKLW.(12DQGRQHRIKLV
goons, QIMJA, both of whom die later.
Now SAIMIR has no other option left, but to go
back to ALBANIA and bury his brother.

Six months later, NIKOS and ELEKTRA travel to
Albania as well, with a newborn child; they will try
.(12ƂQGVRXWZKHUH9,1,LVKLGLQJJRHVWRFKHFN WRƂQGKLPHYHQWKRXJKWKH\KDYHQRLGHDKRZ
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Director’s Note
If I said the word “Albanian” right now, what would
EHWKHƂUVWWKLQJ\RXWKRXJKWRI"
Wouldn’t you think of crooks and pimps?
You probably would; this stereotype has been fed
by most of the European media dealing with the
LPPLJUDQWVpGLIƂFXOWOLYHV
Yes, there are Albanian criminals,
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%XW VWLOO ZKR HQFRXUDJHV VH[ WUDIƂFNLQJ" :KR
QHHGV LW" :KHUH LV WKH PDUNHW IRU WKLV W\SH RI
PHUFKDQGLVH":KRDUHLWVFXVWRPHUV"&ULPHKDV
QRKRPHODQGDQGLWGRHVQpWUHFRJQL]HERUGHUV
I have been a victim of prejudices like these for
quite a long time, when i used to be an Albanian
LPPLJUDQWP\VHOILQ,WDO\:LWKP\SHUPLWRIVWD\
still valid, I decided to leave Italy and go back

WKH SKHQRPHQRQ , FRQFHQWUDWHG DOO WKH FRQƃLFW
ZLWKLQRQHIDPLO\DJRRGFORVHNQLWHWKLFDOIDPLO\
two brothers, of whom one tries to make a living
honestly, and the other not so honestly, as is the
case with SAIMIR and VINI. These two brothers
used to be very close, and, within their family, care
for one another has always been a primary value,
if not an asphyxiating imperative. This is the reason
SAIMIR cares for his young brother VINI, as well as
for the new family he is building with ELEKTRA, his
1RZ ,pG OLNH WR VKRZ KRZ WKLV FXOWXUH FODVK
*UHHNƂDQFÆH
happens; and how Albanian society deals with
to my country. As i was crossing the border, the
ODVW,WDOLDQSROLFHRIƂFHUZKRFKHFNHGP\SDSHUV
DVNHGPHZK\,KDGQpWNHSWWKHSHUPLWRIVWD\LQ
RUGHUWRVHOOLW,WROGKLPWKDWZRXOGQpWEHOHJDO+H
GLGQpWH[SHFWWKLV+HVDLGq/RRNfDQ$OEDQLDQ
who obeys the law!” This is the kind of prejudice
,pYHKDGWRHQGXUHDQG,VKRXOGDGGWKDW$OEDQLDQV
ZLWKZKDWWKH\KDYHGRQHPD\KDYHHYHQMXVWLƂHG
it sometimes.
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I concentrated all these contradictions within a family living abroad, for
the simple fact that I wanted to show
THE DIVERSITY BETWEEN TWO CULTURES AND TRADITIONS
As in the case of SAIMIR and ELEKTRA, who try to build a life together;
WKHLUFRQƃLFWZLWK(/(.75$pVIDWKHU1,.26DQGWKHDUULYDORI81&/(pV
family to the apartment, which serves to highlight
KRZGLIŰFXOWLWLVIRUSHRSOHWROLYH72*(7+(5ZKHQWKH\
OHWSUHMXGLFHFRQWUROWKHLUEHKDYLRUDQGGDPDJHWKHLUSXUHVW
IHHOLQJV
Once he gets over the inebriation from easy money, VINI discovers
WKHKDUVKUHDOLWLHVRIWKHLOOHJDOWUDIƂFNLQJRISURVWLWXWHV+HDOVRPHHWV
0$-/,1'$DQGƂQGVORYH
/RYH PDNHV KLP PRUH PDWXUH DQG UHVSRQVLEOH JLYHV KLP
VWUHQJWKDQGEOXUVKLVUHDVRQDQGHYHQWXDOO\PDNHVKLPIHHO
JUDWHIXOIRU6$,0,5DQGUHVSHFWKLPHYHQPRUH

,WDOLDQRUD5XVVLDQRQH"$Q$OEDQLDQZRXOGEHPRUHXQSUHGLFWDEOH
:H VHH WKLV IHDWXUH HPERGLHG LQ .(12 +H ƂUVW WDNHV 9,1, XQGHU
his wing because he sees himself in the young man; but he is also
capable of killing him promptly, if he feels betrayed or insulted.
7KLVLVQRLPPLJUDQWVpVWRU\
EXWDVWRU\DERXWSHRSOHŐVHIIRUWVWRLQWHJUDWH
7KLVLVQRVWRU\DERXWFULPHDQGPDƂD
EXWDVWRU\DERXWLPSRVVLEOHORYH
,KDYHPHWDOOWKHFKDUDFWHUVRIP\GUDPD
in other circumstances.
Today I have an opportunity to recreate them, in order to build a story
with them and express, through this story, the complexity of human
feelings.

7KHUH LV D WKLQ OLQH EHWZHHQ ORYH DQG KDWH FULPH IRU ORYHpV VDNH
DQGFULPLQDOLW\7KLVGLYLVLRQLVDOPRVWLPSRVVLEOHWRVHHfDQGFDQ
disappear because of a fateful meeting or just serendipity.
:KDWZRXOGEHWKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQDQ$OEDQLDQJDQJVWHUDQGDQ
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Marvin TAFAJ
6$,0,5ō\HDUVROG9,1,ŐVROGHUEURWKHU
$IWHU WKHLU IDWKHUpV GHDWK KHpV KDG WR WDNH FDUH
of his younger brother and assume responsibility
for the family. He is welladjusted and can handle
GLIƂFXOWLHV$ WDFWIXO PDQ KH NQRZV KRZ WR ZLQ
RWKHUSHRSOHpVUHVSHFWDVLQWKHFDVHRIKLVIDWKHU
LQODZ1,.26ZKRLQLWLDOO\GLGQpWZDQWKLPWREH
with his daughter. A good listener, he can balance
concern for his old Albanian family and care for
WKHQHZIDPLO\KHLVEXLOGLQJDOWKRXJK(/(.75$pV
father NIKOS puts pressure on him towards the
second option. He is even minded and knows how
to evaluate every individual situation. The way he
H[SHULHQFHVWKHVWRU\FRLQFLGHVZLWKWKHYLHZHUpV
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Guljem KOTORI
9,1,\HDUVROG$OEDQLDQ6$,0,5ŐV
\RXQJHUEURWKHU
+HKDVFRPHWR*UHHFHWRƂQGDMREDQGKHOLYHV
DW 6$,0,5pV KRXVH 6DQJXLQH DQG LPSDWLHQW KH
wants to show off and prove to his brother that
KHGRHVQpWQHHGKLVKHOSWRJHWE\LQOLIH9,1,pV
ZRUOG LV WKDW RI D WURXEOHG WHHQDJHU ZKR FDQpW
make peace with himself, rails against everybody
else, and is skeptical about everything. He resents
KLV EURWKHUpV SDWURQL]LQJ FDQpW WDNH RUGHUV DW
work, and hates the glaring injustice he witnesses
DW.(12pV:KHQKHIDOOVLQORYHZLWK0$-/,1'$
he becomes as responsible towards her as his
brother is towards him. After all, that is the way he
has been brought up in his family.
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Isabella KOGEVINA
(/(.75$ō\HDUVROG6$,0,5ŐVŰDQF«H
Since her mother died when she was young, she
has been raised by her father. She is optimistic and
reasonably tolerant. She has learned a lot from
SAIMIR. She often feels divided in her love for the
two men in her life: her father and her boyfriend; Antonis KAFETZOPOULOS
and she manages to love them both, in spite of
WKHGLIƂFXOWVLWXDWLRQVWKDWDULVH6KHLVSROLWHDQG 1,.26ō\HDUVROG*5((.(/(.75$ŐVIDWKHU
JHQHURXV6KHGRHVQpWORVHFRQWUROHDVLO\
$QGRZQHURIDVPDOODXWRVKRS+HLVQpWH[DFWO\
thrilled when his daughter gets engaged to an
Albanian, but SAIMIR is a good guy, honest and
KDUGZRUNLQJt1,.26pEHVWPHFKDQLF6LQFHKH
FDUHVWRRPXFKIRUKLVGDXJKWHUpVKDSSLQHVVKH
HQGV XS DFFHSWLQJ 6$,0,5 DV KLV IXWXUH VRQLQ
ODZ+HLVVHOIULJKWHRXVDQGSRVVHVVLYHWRZDUGV
his daughter and her life. He reacts promptly
DJDLQVWLQMXVWLFHDQGFDQpWVWDQGLWKHNQRZVKRZ
to be sensitive and he suffers when he realizes
WKDWKHpVGRQHVRPHWKLQJZURQJ
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Eglantina CENOMERI
0$-/,1'$ō\HDUVROG$OEDQLDQ
$YHU\EHDXWLIXOZRPDQ.(12pVIRUPHUZLIH$IWHU
VKH IDLOV WR HVFDSH IURP .(12pV JULS VKH RQO\
thinks about how to kill herself. Her meeting with
VINI sparks some hope in her, but she knows that
KENO will get to her sooner rather than later. She
endures her predicament with dignity; her suffering .(12ō\HDUVROGDJDQJVWHU
KDVHQQREOHGKHUDQGPDGHKHUPRUHLQVLJKWIXOf
$QG KHDG RI WKH ORFDO $OEDQLDQ PDƂDf
Abandoned by his mother when still a child, he
has been abused by his stepfather, who later sent
him to a juvenile correction facility. Since that day,
KH VZRUH KH ZRXOG WDNH UHYHQJH RQ ZRPHQf
He married MAJLINDA and later forced her onto
the street; with the money he made by pimping
his wife, he acquired more girls for his business.
Extremely dangerous, he can kill in cold blood
when he feels threatened. A man of many faces,
he hates MAJLINDA but, deep down, he still loves
her somehow.

Xhevdet JASHARI

17

&Y5REHUW%8',1$'LUHFWRU
Born the 19 June 1964 in
Tirana.
Address; Rr. MYSLYM SHYRI, Nd.60, H.1,
Ap.10, Njesia bashkiake 7, Kodi postar 1001
Tirana, Albania.
(PDLOUREHUW#HUDƂOPDOEDQLDFRP
robertbudina@gmail.com
Mobile: 00355694095804
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6FULSWZULWHUDQGGLUHFWRURIWKHVKRUW
IRRWDJHƂOP612:'5236
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(in production)
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(in development)
6FULSWZULWHURIIHDWXUHƂOP,7$/,$1
DREAM (in development)
6FULSWZULWHUDQGGLUHFWRURIIHDWXUHƂOP
$*21 LQSRVWSURGXFWLRQ 
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